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Lostwithiel Annual Parish Meeting 

Tuesday 19th May 2026 
 

 

Lostwithiel’s Annual Parish Meeting was held in Lostwithiel Library 
on Tuesday 19th May 2026 at 6.00pm. 

 
Welcome  
The Mayor of Lostwithiel Councillor John Berryman welcomed the 
fourteen members of the public and thirteen councillors at the 
meeting in his opening address. 
 
Apologies  
Sarah Scoltock – Community Link Officer 
 
Minutes Thursday 6th March 2025 
It was resolved that the minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held 
on Thursday 6th March 2025 are signed as a true and correct record. 
 
Tri -Service Officer Report 
Tri-Officer Josh Harmon advised the meeting that Lostwithiel 
Community Fire Station is in a healthy position and fully operational 
with increased competent trained staff.  From 1st January to 31st 
December 2025 the community fire station responded to 176 
incidents.  This year to date they have attended 46.  The current data 
shows that there have been less incidents across the county. 
The Community Fire Station are recruiting and there is now more 
contractual flexibility in the role.  You can find firefighters at the 
station during their weekly drill night every Wednesday from 7.00pm 
to 9.00pm, so please come along if you have an interest in becoming 
a retained firefighter. 
  A plea was put out again for the community to spread the word 
throughout the town to keep being mindful of parking around the 
fire station in order that the fire engine can get out at all times as 
delays waste precious time.  It also difficult to see past the hedges at 
the entrance to the car park, when he has been blue-lighted in his 
smaller vehicle. 
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The meeting was advised that they are now working closer with the 
NHS Mental Health services, having access to the CLEO digital 
platform to improve safeguarding. 
There has been an uplift in Devon & Cornwall Police numbers and 
next year there will be further recruitment for Cornwall, including 
Fowey. 
Please feel free to contact the Tri-Officer for any further information 
or if you have any concerns. 
 
Annual Report from Cornwall Councillor Sarah Preece 
A report was read out on behalf of Cllr Sarah Preece summarising her 
first year in office.  She noted a high level of meeting attendance 
across her division, with approximately 50% originating from 
Lostwithiel, representation at Planning Committees, support for local 
initiatives, and attendance at community events. She also reported 
on the allocation of Community Chest funding to Lostwithiel 
organisations. Cllr Preece outlined ongoing financial pressures faced 
by the authority and highlighted forthcoming areas of work, 
including changes to planning policy and responsibilities linked to 
wider community initiatives. She confirmed that regular bi-monthly 
meetings with the Mayor have been agreed to support joint working 
on local matters. 
 
Cornwall Council Community Link Officer Report Sarah Scoltock 
Not present 
 
Duchy of Cornwall Report 
Polly Crookes introduced herself and her colleague Claire.  She 
advised the meeting of Steve Hutchins retirement after 30 years 
service and thanks were given to him and his wife.  They have been 
working together and learning about the farm, to get up to speed, 
looking to the future and strengthening community links and 
opportunities to improve public access which they hope to share in 
due course. 
 
Current projects include Restormel Road footpaths, thinning – 
woodland management, biodiversity – hemlock that was heading 
towards the road.  Polly touched on the recent storms and the work  
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created by fallen trees.  Along the river Fowey there has been tree 
planting, the re-introduction of water voles and glow worms.  The 
farm has also welcomed Lostwithiel Primary school. 
Races were hosted, raising money for charity and they recently 
sponsored Lostfest and will be sponsoring Lost in Art in September.   
The Duchy Nursery currently have Meet the Maker, showcasing the 
works of a local artist.  They will be rotating this pop-up space which 
is free to use.  They are keen to build positive relations, so please get 
in touch.  
Cllr Guiterman requested that a tour of the flood be set up for Town 
Councillors. 
 
Lostwithiel Army Cadets 
A report was read out on behalf of Lostwithiel Army Cadets.  
Apologies were given for not being able to attend due to Tuesday 
being their parade evening.  
Lostwithiel Army cadets are proud to be a part of Lostwithiel Town, 
we are growing in numbers but we also drop in numbers, so like all 
groups we have constant up and down moments.  
Army cadets are looking forward to supporting their town in carnival 
week this year, we are with the town on Sunday, Tuesday and 
Thursday that week, it is the first time in years due to their annual 
camp being a week later this year. 
Thanks was given to the community for on-going support and they 
look forward to seeing you all.  
 
Lostwithiel Beavers, Cubs & Scouts 
Tom Powesland reported that they reopened last June after being 
closed for 6 years.  There has been a good uptake of Cubs and Scouts 
and Beavers has just opened.  In all they have around 40 young 
people which is great, they have capacity for 65 in all.  Tom advised 
that they are recruiting for volunteers/parent helpers so please ask 
about if anyone knows anyone who may be interested. 
 
In the last year they have been involved with litter picking at Lostfest 
and Remembrance.  Scouts are currently using land at Duchy Farm 
and they held their investiture ceremony at Duchy Castle. 
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Lostwithiel Bowling Club Report 
Philip Taylor advised that it is the club’s centenary year and that the 
club is very grateful to Lostwithiel Museum for their display.  On 
Sunday 31st May they will be holding the Centenary Club Triples 
competition.  New members have been recruited to the club; 
membership now stands at 42.  Please come along and join in to help 
celebrate their Centenary. 
 
Lostwithiel Brownies 
Not present 
 
Lostwithiel Business Group 
Adam Eastham advised that he has just stepped down as Chair of the 
Business Group and that things were currently hanging in the 
balance.  The Group do a lot for such a small committee of 4 core 
members and that the current structure is being looked at.  
Conversations are being held with other organisations. 
He advised on the business group run Lostwithiel.org.uk website 
which has lots of traffic to it and that the social media presence of 
Facebook and Instagram reaches 65000 to 84000.  Their aims are to 
bring business into Lostwithiel.  Adam advised on the various events 
they held and/or supported – Gin Festival last June, wreaths last 
December, the trees in brackets at Christmas, supplied by the Duchy 
and distributed by the Business Group, but that the group will be 
taking a step back this year.  Lost in Art is due to take place 12th 
September, celebrating local creators and the hi-light which is 
Dickensian Evening is booked for 10th December 2026, which is a 
great event, very local, lots of music and food and last year the 
Mayors parlour was turned into Santa’s Grotto.   
 
Lostwithiel Community Centre Report 
Kathy Evans Trustee and new to post in an operational and strategic 
role reported on the  recent activity at the centre.  She confirmed 
that they have a good grip on finances and noted the centre acts as a 
NHS hub supporting carers of cancer/Parkinson patients which 
includes activities such as chair yoga. The centre also supported the 
fun run.   
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They have secured grants for a new hall screen and refurbishment 
work behind the kitchen, with volunteers completing the installation 
of a new kitchen.    
A recent volunteer day saw extensive improvements including 
bramble clearance, repainting, café furnishing, installation of bike 
racks, and the Town Trail display.  
A Sports England grant has been awarded to refurbish the main hall 
floor, and work continues to release lottery funding for a new roof.  
Pantomime is planned for early December. 
 
Lostwithiel Environmental Action Forum 
Mark Pearson reported that the forum meets on the 2nd Wednesday 
at 7pm each month at the Lostwithiel Social Club. 
The Repair Café is the 1st Saturday of each month.  The repairs are 
free of charge, but donations are appreciated, they also have several 
talented ladies who can repair fabric items. 
They put on a range of themed events:- 
A keen angler, Geoff Pearson, gave a talk about how to preserve fish 
in the river.   
Mark advised that the Peoples Emergency briefing was a sobering 
meeting, it is a UK-wide public information film and community-led 
discussion initiative that details the realistic risks of the climate and 
nature crisis. September – renewable energy, how to lower bills, 
where there will be experts giving advice.  A follow-on working group 
will be set up to meet regularly. 
Along with Lostwithiel Town Council and Cornwall Wildlife Trust, 
LEAF is working to improve biodiversity in Second Island, to provide a 
more accurate look at the species that are there. 
Lostwithiel have been granted a Designated Bathing Water area 
which is great news as it means that between May and September 
the water quality will be tested every week, if the water tests as poor 
quality the Environment Agency will prioritise why this is.  LEAF had 
unanimous town support on this initiative, so thanks was given to all. 
 
Lostwithiel Flood Wardens 
Councillor Henderson reported that herself and Deputy Mayor 
Rawlings are the Flood Co-ordinators and are delighted that the  
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town now has 12 flood wardens.  Training has been supported by the 
Environment Agency and Cornwall Flood Forum, a live event was  
held and worked well and another live training event is due soon in 
order to look at Lostwithiel flood hotspots. 
 
Lostwithiel Girl Guides 
Not present 
 
Lostwithiel Library 
Town Clerk Sandra Harris remarked on how well the library packs 
away to enable the space to be used for meetings, but advised that 
the shelves hold plenty of books, library members also have access 
to books across the whole of Cornwall Libraries.  The Town Clerk 
advised that following a 6-month trial which showed a consistent 
increase in book loans, the library is now open every Saturday 
morning, giving greater access for workers and families, footfall has 
increased and feedback has been great.  It has also meant story time 
can be re-introduced and we can offer arts and crafts to. 
 
Lostfest Report 
Stephen Deer reported that following his move back to town he 
became heavily involved in Lostfest.  It is currently a hot topic as they 
are just recovering from the event that was held two days ago.  The 
organisers and security finally finished at 11.30pm.  He advised that 
fundraising takes place over the preceding 12 or so months and that 
any surplus funds are distributed to the town.  Last year £2000 
supported the Community Centre, Lost in Art and the Lantern Parade 
and that they try to help the younger members of the town.  There 
were in excess of 80 people who helped on the day and it was 
remarkable to see everyone working together. 
 
Lostwithiel Methodist Church Report  
A report was read out a report on behalf of the Methodist Church 
It was advised that Sunday services have continued throughout the 
year, including informal sessions led fortnightly by Maureen Adams, 
which have since been shared more widely within the circuit. 
Monthly coffee mornings have supported several charities, with the 
event returning to Thursdays following a drop in attendance on  
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Wednesdays.  Regular pastoral visits continue for those unable to 
attend services.  The premises remain in use by the Stitches group, 
the Music Appreciation group, and the Lostwithiel Old Cornwall 
Society.  The Church expressed thanks to Rev. Paul Benney and the St 
Austell Circuit for their ongoing support. 
 
Lostwithiel Museum Report  
Christine Walton the Chair of the Museum reported that the 
museum is 55 years old and has occupied the ground floor of the 
Guildhall since 1971.  They are indebted by enthusiasts’ objectives 
and the neighbourhood plan that supports the heritage of the town.  
The Museum had 5500+ visitors in 2025 they even receive donations 
from out of County and they operate as an informal information 
point for visitors.  Recent improvements include updated displays, a 
touchscreen, revised cabinet layouts, and use of the display window 
by local organisations.  There was also a collaboration with Bodmin 
Keep on VE which was held in the Guildhall.  Lostwithiel Museum 
subscription is £10 for the year and includes two copies of the 
Museum Matters magazine and a social event.  Christine advised 
that they were the first, small, independent museum to gain 
accreditation back in 2007, they have to reapply every 5 years and 
they will be reapplying next in 2027.     Christine thanked the many 
volunteers who are the linchpin of the museum. 
 
Lostwithiel Rainbows 
A report was read out on behalf of Lostwithiel Rainbows outlining 
key activities over the past year, including their 30th Birthday 
celebration in September 2025, attended by representatives from 
Girlguiding and Lostwithiel Town Council. The group took part in 
Remembrance activities, created Christmas decorations with the 
Brownies, and joined a Restormel Division event marking 100 years 
of WAGGGS, which included a range of craft and outdoor activities. 
The Rainbows expressed that they are looking forward to the year 
ahead. 
 
Lostwithiel Rotary Report 
Stephen Lay, President of the Rotary Club of Lostwithiel, presented 
the Rotary report. 
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Rotarian Stephen explained that Rotary members are ordinary 
people who work together to strengthen communities, support good 
causes and help others both locally and internationally. He 
commented on the unique nature of Lostwithiel and its strong 
community spirit, noting that the town has the highest proportions 
of Rotarians to population in the British Isles, with 33 members 
serving a town of just over 3,000 residents. 
The meeting heard that Rotary continues to work closely with local 
organisations and residents and is not solely focused on fundraising, 
but also on volunteering time and skills to benefit the town. 
An update was given on Carnival Week, which is now increasingly led 
by a dedicated community committee supported by Rotarians and 
sponsoring companies. It was reported that Carnival continues to 
evolve and grow in popularity, while surplus funds generated over 
the past 15 years have supported more than 60 bursaries for local 
young people. 
The meeting was advised of some of the many Rotary fundraising 
and charitable activities during the past year, including the Beer 
Festival, the Fast Throw Darts event held in memory of Mick 
Townsend, and the inaugural Rotary Lost Run 7km event, which 
attracted around 180 runners, including many from outside the area. 
Funds raised continue to support local causes and charities. 
It was further reported that over the years the Rotary Club has raised 
and distributed substantial sums, with the majority remaining within 
Lostwithiel and Cornwall.  Support has been given to local 
organisations, young people, Cornish charities including the Air 
Ambulance and hospices. 
Stephen concluded by thanking the Town Council, local groups, 
businesses and residents for their continued support and stated that 
Rotary in Lostwithiel works because of the special spirit and support 
found within the town itself. 
Info@Lostwithielrotary.co.uk 
 
Lostwithiel School Report 
A report was read out on Lostwithiel School. 
Lostwithiel Primary School noted a successful year with pupil 
outcomes remaining well above national averages.  They were also 
chosen by the Department for Education to become a Lead School 
for Attendance and Behaviour from December 2025 – the only 

mailto:Info@Lostwithielrotary.co.uk
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primary school in Cornwall to be selected.  As part of this role, they 
are working with other schools to support them in developing 
positive cultures, behaviour, and attendance, as well as hosting Open 
Days to share our good practice. 
The school highlighted its continued priority on outdoor learning, 
including weekly Forest School sessions and recent biodiversity 
activities.  Ongoing challenges relating to budgets and future pupil 
numbers were reported.  The school requested support from the 
community, particularly volunteers to act as Community Champions 
to give some time some time each term (a couple of hours 
maximum) to help strengthen the school’s links with local businesses 
and residents.  In addition, they are looking for volunteers to speak 
to the children on Aspirations Day on 9th July.  An annual event 
where a wide range of careers are showcased to inspire the children 
for the future. 
Please contact Elaine Badger Headteacher 01208 872339 
ebadger@los.celtrust.org if you are able to help in any way. 
 
Lostwithiel St Bart’s Church Report 
Father Simon Bone advised that he started mid-January and is very 
pleased to be here, Lostwithiel is such a lovely place.  His aspirations 
as a new incumbent is for everyone to feel welcome and feel God’s 
love.  He wants the church to be welcoming and for the building to 
be used, especially in light of its marvelous acoustics.  They are 
working with the schools and with the community for baptisms, 
weddings and Sunday worship.  
 
Lostwithiel St Winnow’s School Report 
A report was read out on behalf St Winnow’s School highlighting a 
landmarked year for the school, growing pupil numbers, the 
installation of a new exercise track, and a range of enriching learning 
experiences, including residential trips. The school noted a highly 
positive SIAMS inspection and continued strong links with the local  
community.  Looking ahead, plans include refurbishing the KS2 
classrooms and further strengthening partnerships within the 
community. 
 
Lostwithiel Town Band Report 
None 

mailto:ebadger@los.celtrust.org
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Lostwithiel Town Team 
A report was read out on behalf of Lostwithiel Town Team. 
The Lostwithiel Town Team secured funding from Cornwall Council's 
Town Delivery Fund and Community Chest to create a series of trails 
through Lostwithiel and with support from Lostwithiel Town Council, 
have installed information boards, benches, bird and bat nesting 
boxes, and cycle racks to enhance enjoyment of the walks around 
the town. 
There are a mixture of trails showcasing the unique local history, 
culture, and natural environment. 
Websites statistics show 183 active users every month.  The heritage 
of the town brings in people interested in Lostwithiel’s history. 
 
Lostwithiel Young Farmers Club Report 
None 
 
Lostwithiel Youth Football Club Report 
A report was received from Lostwithiel Youth Football Club 
highlighting an exceptionally successful season, with the team 
securing both the league title and the League Cup, earning 
promotion to the Cornwall Youth Premiership. The club has 
continued to grow since its establishment in 2023, attracting players 
from across Cornwall and Devon. Significant improvements have 
been made to the home pitch through investment, volunteer training 
and fundraising, with the quality of the surface praised by visiting 
teams. The club also noted strong community links, including support 
from its sponsor. Looking ahead, preparations are underway for the 
Under-16 squad’s progression, including opportunities to integrate 
with the men’s team at Lostwithiel Football Club. 
With promotion secured, silverware retained, facilities improved and 
a pathway into men’s football established, the future continues to 
look incredibly bright for football in Lostwithiel. 
Chairman Brendan Ashwin 07732 418560 
Secretary/Treasurer Sarah Tompsett 07526 647560 
 
Lostwithiel Town Council Mayor’s Report 
Deputy Mayor Rawlings reported that the CLUP Committee had 
signed off on the funding from Cornwall Council.  Councillor 
Henderson as previous Mayor opened the Guildhall and tweaks are  
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being made along the way to ensure the best use is made of the 
buildings.  Deputy Mayor Rawlings thanked the Town Clerk and office 
team for all their hard work.  A new Municipal Committee has been 
set up to turn attention to the top floor of Edgcumbe House. 
Mayor Berryman reported that May elections were disappointing 
with only 8 members, which was a common theme throughout 
Cornwall.  The opportunity of a bi-election was offered to enable 
elected members, which then allows for the Council to have Power 
of Competence, this is extremely important in the daily running of 
the Town Council.  The bi-election brought full council.   
The budget was held at a 2% increase, this was the minimum 
considering inflation.  Planning committees have had the able to 
challenge removed, meaning planning officers now have the final 
say.   
The Gillyflower appeal was turned down.  
There have been three recent applications for small housing 
developments, one has been refused and two have been sent back 
due to being underdeveloped.  The recent storms caused lots of 
damage to our many trees which has a cost implication to the Town 
Council. 
 
Open Forum – An opportunity for residents to address questions to 
the town organisations and Councillors present.  
None 
 
The meeting closed at 8pm by Mayor Berryman.  
 
Chairman 
 
Date 
 


